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was protected from the thunderbolts. The time which it took a
ship to go to those parts was two or three months, for they al-
ways went straight down there, and on the return journey they
took seven or eight months1. And when they arrived in those
parts and entered into the inlets, soon those savage peoples
would come to them, each one with the gold which he had, and
would exchange it for the things which they carried. Many of
those who went were in great peril on the way, because the land
is very warm, and, because of the heat, they drank much water
and they ate the fruit of those islands, which they found on the
way; but he, who escaped, became rich. All those, who came
from those parts and engaged in that traffic, said that, whenever
some ships arrived in that land, the peoples of the land would
soon call with their voices one to another, because they lived in
the fields, and all would repair to those ports to exchange their
gold. This traffic, since it was extremely profitable, was worked
by so many ships from Castile and Portugal, which went to that
land with the things we have described, that those savages grew
more experienced, and raised the price of that gold of theirs,
and now they did not give it with such great liberality as they
gave it to the first comers; but those, who went there, always
made a great profit. We do not know whether this land, from
whence the gold was carried, was the land of Tdrsis [Tarshish],
or the land of Ofir [Ophir], which is mentioned in the Holy
Scripture in the third book of Kings2, a land from whence they
brought gold to King Salomon for the work of the temple that
he built.
80. A FLEMISH-CASTILIAN VOYAGE TO MINA. I4753.
.,. Four leagues along the coast beyond the Rio de S. Vin-
cente [Grand Butu Point] is the Praya dos Escravos, which
1 Pulgar's claim that his countrymen discovered Mina may be regarded as
propaganda by the official chronicler in support of the Castiiian claim to
West Africa. But references, such as this, show that he was in possession of
authentic information about the Guinea navigation, drawn presumably from
Andalusians who had sailed to Mina. The return voyage from Mina took
longer than the out voyage, because of adverse currents and winds. His
description of the goods traded on the Mina coast is also correct. So is his
statement that some of the negroes used shells as fetishes.
2 i Kings, 22.        3 Esmeraldo (Kimble's translation), bk. 2, ch. 3. Extract.